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#mathscpdchat 3 May 2022 

 

How do you show pupils that ALL their responses and contributions in maths lessons are 

valued? 

Hosted by Tazreen Kassim-Lowe 

 

This is a summary of the discussion – to see all the tweets, follow the hashtag #mathscpdchat in 

Twitter 

 

 

 

 

 

The links shared during this discussion were:  

 

Questions and Prompts for Mathematical Thinking which is an ATM publication written by Anne 

Watson and John Mason. The authors have put together ‘a collection of cogent and challenging 

questions which are designed to tease out structures and concepts at the heart of mathematics’. It was 

shared by Tazreen Kassim-Lowe 

 

https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://www.atm.org.uk/shop/questions-and-prompts-for-mathematical-thinking-e-book/dnl094
https://www.atm.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/tershanah
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Teachers' responses to children's mistakes in kindergarten mathematics classrooms which is a 

dissertation by Qian Li submitted towards achieving the degree of Doctor of Philosophy at Purdue 

University in India. It was shared by Tazreen Kassim-Lowe 

 

Conjecturing Atmosphere which is a blogpost by John Mason for Oxford Education from 2015. The 

author begins with the statement: ‘Mathematical thinking can only take place in what I call a 

conjecturing atmosphere.’ He describes the characteristics of a conjecturing atmosphere, one aim of 

which is to reduce the pressure on ‘being correct’ in order to facilitate deeper appreciation and 

comprehension. It was shared by Mary Pardoe  

 

Effective Questioning and Responding in the Mathematics Classroom which is an article by John 

Mason, Open University & University of Oxford, 2010. The author addresses the following questions: 

How do questions arise in the maths classroom? How can we use them effectively? How can we 

stimulate students to ask their own questions? The conjectures that are presented are intended to be 

tested in readers’ (teachers’) own experience. It was shared by Mary Pardoe  

  
Project Mathematics Update: Expressing Generality which is a PDF document containing a series of  

activities involving the seeing of generalities in various contexts. It was prepared by John Mason in 

1988 for the Project Mathematics Update course team at the Open University’s Centre for 

Mathematics Education. It was shared by Mary Pardoe  

 

 

 

A full illustrated summary of the discussions in this #mathsCPDchat follows. 

 

https://docplayer.net/218406999-Teachers-responses-to-children-s-mistakes-in-kindergarten-mathematics-classrooms.html
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://educationblog.oup.com/secondary/maths/conjecturing-atmosphere
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
http://mcs.open.ac.uk/jhm3/Selected%20Publications/Effective%20Questioning%20&%20Responding.pdf
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://www.open.edu/openlearncreate/pluginfile.php/31357/mod_oucontent/oucontent/449/none/none/pm751.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
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The host’s welcome tweet … 

 

… generated a short discussion about anonymity: 
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The (linked-to-Twitter) screenshots below show the conversations and replies which were 

generated by Tazreen’s first and second questions. Discussion generated by the first question, 

was about the aspects of pupils’ activity and general behaviour in maths lessons that teachers 

regard as valuable. Contributors also mentioned interaction between pupils, and establishing 

an atmosphere in which that interaction is likely to be valuable because it supports learning. 

Discussion resulting from Q2 was about responding to pupils’ ‘mistakes’.  Click on any of the 

screenshots-of-a-tweet to go to that actual tweet on Twitter. 

 

The following conversations and replies were in response to the first question from the host Tazreen 

Kassim-Lowe: 

 

This conversation was between Rebekah Gear, Tazreen Kassim-Lowe and Mary Pardoe: 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://twitter.com/mrs_gearr
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://twitter.com/tershanah/status/1521550771531268097
https://twitter.com/mrs_gearr/status/1521552580773658626
https://twitter.com/tershanah/status/1521553202705018882
https://twitter.com/mrs_gearr/status/1521553840511893508
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Another reply to Rebekah Gear’s first tweet above prompted an interchange between Mary Pardoe 

and Tazreen Kassim-Lowe: 

 

 

https://twitter.com/mrs_gearr
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://twitter.com/tershanah/status/1521554361234640896
https://twitter.com/mrs_gearr/status/1521555107644686336
https://twitter.com/mrs_gearr/status/1521552580773658626
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary/status/1521555438755627008
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Mr Hawes’s answer to Tazreen Kassim-Lowe’s Q1 prompted this interchange: 

 

https://twitter.com/HawesMaths
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://twitter.com/tershanah/status/1521555192583446531
https://twitter.com/HawesMaths/status/1521555740519018496
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This reply to Tazreen Kassim-Lowe’s Q1 was from Gemma Scott: 

 

 

The second question from the host, Tazreen Kassim-Lowe … 

 

… generated this discussion between Martyn Yeo, Dr Anna and Tazreen Kassim-Lowe: 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://twitter.com/DirectorMaths
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://twitter.com/martynyeouk
https://twitter.com/Dr_anna_maths
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://twitter.com/tershanah/status/1521556176869236738
https://twitter.com/DirectorMaths/status/1521558236473741313
https://twitter.com/tershanah/status/1521555483869470720
https://twitter.com/martynyeouk/status/1521555734932172800
https://twitter.com/tershanah/status/1521556427143368705
https://twitter.com/martynyeouk/status/1521556976291008513
https://twitter.com/tershanah/status/1521557238418137089
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Tazreen Kassim-Lowe’s question in the conversation above … 

 

… generated two more comments … from Mary Pardoe, and Tazreen Kassim-Lowe: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tazreen Kassim-Lowe’s Q2 … 

https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://twitter.com/Dr_anna_maths/status/1521558093011824642
https://twitter.com/tershanah/status/1521556427143368705
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary/status/1521557808415653888
https://twitter.com/tershanah/status/1521558307701415936
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… also generated this discussion between Lucy, Susan Whitehouse and Tazreen Kassim-Lowe … 

 

 

 

 

… this short discussion between Mr Hawes’s and Tazreen Kassim-Lowe … 

 

 

 

… and this interchange between Gemma Scott and Tazreen Kassim-Lowe: 

https://twitter.com/honeypisquared
https://twitter.com/Whitehughes
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://twitter.com/HawesMaths
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://twitter.com/DirectorMaths
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://twitter.com/tershanah/status/1521555483869470720
https://twitter.com/honeypisquared/status/1521557403883520006
https://twitter.com/Whitehughes/status/1521561307195052033
https://twitter.com/tershanah/status/1521560925739929600
https://twitter.com/honeypisquared/status/1521565763957624834
https://twitter.com/HawesMaths/status/1521556337523671041
https://twitter.com/tershanah/status/152155681855772928
https://twitter.com/HawesMaths/status/1521557263340683264
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Q2 also generated a conversation about being ‘too nice to say no’ between Dr Anna and Tazreen 

Kassim-Lowe … 

 

 

 

 

… and Q2 prompted single replies from Karen Brockway, Anna Kerr and Priya Shah … 

https://twitter.com/Dr_anna_maths
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://twitter.com/brockway_karen
https://twitter.com/annamkerr
https://twitter.com/mathsdives
https://twitter.com/DirectorMaths/status/152155854397547523
https://twitter.com/tershanah/status/1521559605503008768
https://twitter.com/Dr_anna_maths/status/1521558525666856963
https://twitter.com/tershanah/status/1521559178648690689
https://twitter.com/Dr_anna_maths/status/1521559847216558080
https://twitter.com/tershanah/status/1521560671279792128
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(to read the discussion sequence generated by any tweet look at the ‘replies’ to that tweet) 

 

 

Tazreen’s third question … 

 

… prompted some contributors to discuss ‘backwards fading’: 

 

https://twitter.com/brockway_karen/status/1521569576420585472
https://twitter.com/annamkerr/status/1521560685096091648
https://twitter.com/mathsdives/status/1521564462964252672
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Issues arising from thinking about students ‘working together as a class’ were discussed: 
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There was also this reply to Q3: 

 

To the host’s fourth question (tweeted very close to the end of the chat) … 

 

… there was this reply: 
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At the end of the chat the host suggested a useful resource by retweeting a tweet from 

Teachers of Maths (ATM): 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/ATMMathematics
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… to which there was this reply: 

 

 

 

This was the host’s final tweet: 

 

 


