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#mathscpdchat 4 July 2023 

 

Textbooks: do you use them? If so, how? 

Hosted by Tazreen Kassim-Lowe 

 

This is a summary of the discussion – to see all the tweets, follow the hashtag #mathscpdchat in 

Twitter 

 

 

 

 

The links shared during this discussion were:  

 

Does the choice of maths textbook make a difference? which is a research report (2021) by Henning 

Sievert, Ann-Katrin van den Ham, and Aiso Heinze. By focusing on some key maths topics, these 

researchers looked at how different textbook treatments were related to student outcomes. It was 

shared by Tazreen Kassim-Lowe 

 

Teaching for mastery and textbook tensions which is an article by Rebekah Gear in an issue, 

Mathematics Teaching 280, of the ATM’s journal. The author explores challenges faced when 

introducing textbooks, and approaches that could be considered to make this successful. It was 

shared by Tazreen Kassim-Lowe 

https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://researchingeducation.com/hsievert/
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://www.atm.org.uk/Mathematics-Teaching-Journal-Archive/Mathematics-Teaching-280/177709
https://twitter.com/mrs_gearr
https://twitter.com/tershanah
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Designing lessons for dialogic learning which is an article by Geoff Wake and Matt Woodford in an 

issue, Mathematics Teaching 285, of the ATM’s journal. The authors offer their insights into the 

approaches they took when designing lessons based around a commitment to dialogic learning. It was 

shared by Tazreen Kassim-Lowe 

 

Teaching Mathematics for Social Justice which is a book from the ATM by Pete Wright. This full colour 

book is aimed at teachers of mathematics who are interested in addressing issues of social justice in 

their classrooms. It was shared by Tazreen Kassim-Lowe 

 

School Mathematics Textbooks which is a very recent blog by Tad Watanabe in which he describes 

and discusses some ways in which Japanese teachers use textbooks. It was shared by Tazreen 

Kassim-Lowe 

 

It Stands to Reason which is an article in the archived NCETM Secondary Magazine, Issue 131. It 

explores the use of less-same-more grids, with examples. It was shared by Mary Pardoe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An illustrated summary of the discussions in this #mathsCPDchat follows. 

 

  

https://www.atm.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Journals/MT285/05.pdf
https://twitter.com/geoffwake1
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://www.atm.org.uk/shop/Teaching-Mathematics-for-Social-Justice-Book-Download-/act099pk
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://tadwatanabe.wordpress.com/2023/06/19/school-mathematics-textbooks/
https://twitter.com/watanabeKSU
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/media/tqwi5men/issue_131_secondary_magazine.pdf
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
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The host tweeted this notice that the chat was soon to begin … 

 

 

… followed shortly afterwards by two ‘welcome’ messages … 

 

 

 

 

 

… and then her first question: 
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This question generated most of the discussion of the mathsCPDchat, in the form of long 

threads (conversations), shorter discussions, and ‘single replies’. Twenty comments created 

the following conversation, which was generated by a teacher who presently goes to websites 

for resources: 
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Example 
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Various other ways of using textbooks were discussed in the following conversation: 
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A way in which a textbook may be ‘a godsend’ was described in the next conversation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this short interchange the focus was on the different kinds of curriculum resource available: 
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Also in response to Tazreen’s first main question … 

 

… ways in which textbooks are used in A level and GCSE-resit teaching were mentioned: 
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There were also these comments … 

 

 

… and the following ‘single’ replies: 
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Some time after Tazreen had tweeted her poll, with which she had asked … 

 

… she moved the focus of discussion on from WHAT teachers do in relation to textbooks to 

reasons WHY they do it (by tweeting the following question): 

 

This prompted some thought-provoking replies. In the next conversation teachers expressed 

approval of teaching strategies that encourage/enable pupils/students to use material in 

textbooks, such as exercises, critically: 
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Thoughts about different (and idiosyncratic) ways individual pupils respond to material in 

textbooks led on to observations and conjectures about roles that textbooks can play in 

teachers’ own learning: 
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Practical factors were also among the reasons teachers gave for their responses to the poll … 
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While the host’s poll and first question were continuing to prompt replies that generated 

discussion, as shown above, Tazreen’s second main question … 

 

 

 

… was left ‘hanging’. But to her next question … 

 

 

 

 

… there were some new responses: 
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Tazreen’s final question … 

 

 

 

… remains, as does her Question 2, to prompt future thought, discussion, and perhaps action. 
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A tweet that was not a reply to any of the host’s questions … 

 

… nevertheless prompted Tazreen to share the link to a significant blog: 

 

 

 

 

The following observation and question (with a comment-in-response) was also not a reply to a 

main question: 

 



 

ncetm.org.uk | 19 

 

 

 

This was the host’s final message at the end of the hour allocated to this #mathsCPDchat: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


