
 

ncetm.org.uk | 1 

 

#mathscpdchat 30 November 2021 

 

Do you teach Maths and Further Maths in parallel or in series at A level? What are the 

challenges and how do you address them? 

Hosted by Rob Southern 

 

This is a summary of the discussion – to see all the tweets, follow the hashtag #mathscpdchat 

in Twitter 

 

 

 

No links were shared during this discussion, but the following AMSP links may be helpful when 

reading this summary.  

 

AS/A level Mathematics curriculum 

AS/A level Further Mathematics curriculum 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://amsp.org.uk/teachers/a-level/curriculum
https://amsp.org.uk/teachers/a-level-further/curriculum
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A reply to the host’s first question … 

 

… suggested that some maths teachers who are not presently teaching beyond Year 11 

may have been observing the chat: 

 

 

Rob’s first question (above) generated much discussion, a recurring focus of which was 

teachers’ awareness that the sequencing of topics needs to be planned with great care 

when students are learning Maths and Further Maths ‘in parallel’. For example:   … 
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… this prompted some counter-arguments … 
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… and challenges that were met when moving from teaching Maths and Further Maths in 

series to teaching them in parallel: 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching-and-learning-order challenges when teaching Maths and Further Maths in 

parallel were mentioned again in the context of split-school teaching:  
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Teachers discussed reasons for moving from teaching Maths and Further Maths in series 

to teaching them in parallel … 

 

 

 

 

 

… and managing the learning/teaching of students being taught Maths and Further Maths 

in parallel, bearing in mind that some of them, having started on Further Maths in Year 12, 

may not necessarily carry on with it in Year 13: 
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Another related thread was generated by Mrs D’s tweet above: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ncetm.org.uk | 8 

 

 

 

 

There was another reply to Rob’s question above: 

 

 

… and another reply to Mrs D’s tweet:  

 

 

A different thread was also generated by this tweet from Lane James: 

 



 

ncetm.org.uk | 9 

 

 

 

 

 

There was another conversation about scheduling challenges when teaching Maths and 

Further Maths in parallel … 
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… and a comment about addressing scheduling challenges … 

 

 

… and more reasons for choosing to teach in parallel: 

 

 

 

Some people gave reasons for preferring to teach Maths and Further Maths in series … 
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… but some people mentioned where they have found support for teaching in parallel … 
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… and at least one teacher began to have some doubts: 

 

 

 

 

This was a short conversation about the new A level: 
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Most of the replies to Rob’s second question … 

 

… were single tweets, except for the following short conversations … this … 

 

 

 

 

… this … 
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… this … 

 

 

… and this: 

 

 

 

 

 

The ‘single’ replies included … 

‘Edexcel, Decision1 and Stats1’ 

 ‘D1 and D2 options with Edexcel. Mainly to avoid pre-teaching stats/mech’ 

‘Edexcel – pure and mechanics’ 

‘We do Stats and Mechanics now’ 

‘Edexcel we offer FS1 FM1 FP1 and FD1. I’d love to do FP2 as well’ 

‘OCR further mechanics and further stats’ 

… and … 
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The screenshots below, of conversations and some ‘single’ tweets posted during the chat, show 

replies prompted by Rob’s last question. Teachers mentioned some mathematics that they 

decided had to be re-taught to Further Maths students (‘radians’ was mentioned often). They 

also discussed issues related to the order in which they address various topics, and the nature of 

current modules. Click on any of the following screenshots-of-a-tweet to go to that actual 

tweet on Twitter. 

These conversations were generated by this question from Rob Southern: 

 

and included this conversation between Mrs D and Rob Southern: 

 

 

 

 

this from Andrew Parker and Rob Southern: 

 

https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://twitter.com/ParkerMaths
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1465768733843075075
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths/status/1465769804913156098
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1465771713451511808
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths/status/1465771925377105929
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1465773230464147458
https://twitter.com/ParkerMaths/status/1465770073960984577
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this (generated by a tweet in the previous conversation) from Rob Southern and Sheena: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

this conversation from Tayyub Majeed , Rob Southern and Matt Man: 

 

 

https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://twitter.com/Sheena2907
https://twitter.com/tm_maths
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1465771949582434309
https://twitter.com/ParkerMaths/status/1465772536298455047
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1465771949582434309
https://twitter.com/Sheena2907/status/1465774711867117571
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1465774918130454535
https://twitter.com/Sheena2907/status/1465775315511304193
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1465775987459825678
https://twitter.com/Sheena2907/status/1465776232403017735
https://twitter.com/tm_maths/status/1465769618958700548
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https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1465771380352430083
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths/status/1465786269137620994
https://twitter.com/tm_maths/status/1465793298078048269
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths/status/1465801977116475404
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths/status/1465803135524478982
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths/status/1465802389357797382
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this conversation between Emma Cooke and Rob Southern: 

https://twitter.com/EmmaCookeBooks
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths/status/1465802611781742592
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths/status/1465802910672035847
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and these ‘single’ tweet-replies from Sally Holland, Lane James, Nicole Cozens, Dave Jones and 

Matt Man: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(to read the discussion sequence generated by any tweet look at the ‘replies’ to that tweet) 

https://twitter.com/HollandMaths
https://twitter.com/JamesMaths1
https://twitter.com/nicole_cozens
https://twitter.com/davegjones
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths
https://twitter.com/EmmaCookeBooks/status/1465770258128678920
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1465772274389245965
https://twitter.com/EmmaCookeBooks/status/1465775418133331969
https://twitter.com/HollandMaths/status/1465771404650029058
https://twitter.com/JamesMaths1/status/1465783213683613703
https://twitter.com/nicole_cozens/status/1465785569913495556
https://twitter.com/dadegjones/status/1465770931771645957
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths/status/1465785464955322376

